This edition’s Letter of the Month is from Revd Pauline Ashby
‘.E, ,f’j Dum de dum de dum de dum, dum de dum de dum-dum! ? .Q

Anyone recognise it? The music to the Archers, the world’s longest running
soap. It began in 1951 to educate farmers, and soaps today, on radio and TV
have continued that role of raising public awareness of issues. As | write,
Emmerdale has a major story line highlighting ‘County Lines” and Modern
Slavery. Both of which come under the remit of Safeguarding, which began
as Child Protection, but now includes awareness that adults too can be
vulnerable to harm and exploitation.

This year’s theme for Safeguarding Sunday was ‘Actions speak louder than
words’.

| suspect that most of us are aware of the dangers of ‘County Lines’ where
children from good homes and good schools are enticed, and then trapped
into, delivering and often dealing in drugs. These children are targeted
because they, and the areas they live in, look very respectable, therefore
less likely to arouse suspicion. So we must remain vigilant to any signs of
this in the behaviour of any of the young people in our lives.

However, we may be less motivated to protect those unknown to us, espe-
cially adults, perhaps when this conflicts with our own ‘needs’, especially our
money or time. A while ago the Archers had a storyline centred on modern
slavery: a builder (respected in the community) was employed to renovate a
hotel. However, his labourers were being housed in a shed, not being paid,
and expected to work, largely unsupervised, way beyond their skills or
training. When we need work doing on our house or garden, how do we
choose who to employ? Perhaps there’s a reason why one quote is so much
lower than others? And if we have work being done, do we take notice of
the people involved, their demeanour, how they look, and what they say -
or how silent they are? The same could be said about car washes.

All people deserve respect, but there may be a belief that all dodgy
businesses just use illegal immigrants. However, as the Emmerdale story
shows, the vulnerable can include the homeless, those with mental health
difficulties or a learning disability, as well as victims of human trafficking.



Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan, highlighting the need not to look
the other way, but to act. This can feel difficult; we may worry that we’re
mistaken or that there may be reprisals. But there are ways that we can
respond appropriately.

To report modern slavery, call 999 in an emergency, 101 for non-
emergencies, or use the Modern Slavery Helpline on 0800 0121 700. You
can also report anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or through
their online form. The Unseen App and the Salvation Army's helpline (0800
808 3733) are also available

Safeguarding is a real issue, some estimates suggest there are over 100,000
victims of modern slavery in the UK, and this will include our communities.
One day our loved ones could become victims. So we need to remember:
Actions speak louder than words.

Pauline Ashby



