Anstey~District

0116 2340548

We can take care of every detail, advise and help you
on each and every step of the way.

« Qualified Funeral Directors  « Online tribute and

+ Floral Tributes arranged donation profile

» Hearse, Limousines and « Catering suite

alternatives available « Chapels of rest
« Monumental Service + Funeral plans available
+ Carparking available « 24 hour service
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Funeral arrangements can be made in the comfort of
your own home if preferred.

T Colden Charter 4

Breccion: | =t P s Ll Ll e

Talbott House, Leicester Road, Anstey, Leicester, Leicestershire LE7 TAT
Emall: talbotthouse@ansteyfunerals.com  Website: www.ansteyfunerals.com
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This month’s letter is from Revd. Pauline Ashby

We recently had a short break in Stratford on Avon. Always a popular tourist
spot, now even more so due to the success of the book and film ‘Hamnet’. This
tells the story of the death of Shakespeare’s young son, and how Shakespeare
wrote the play ‘Hamlet’ in homage to his son and as a way of dealing with his
grief. Avoiding the coach parties in the town, we went to Shottery to visit the
childhood home of Anne Hathaway, Shakespeare’s wife, which was very atmos-
pheric, and well worth a visit.

Back in Stratford we visited Holy Trinity church, where Shakespeare and several
members of his family are buried. The graves are in the chancel, very close to
the altar, not because of his fame as a playwright, but due to the wealth and
position in the town that Shakespeare achieved during his lifetime. We are all
equal in death, we're told — but maybe some are more equal than others!

The church has managed to keep its ancient record books, and these list the
baptism and funeral of Shakespeare, the baptism of Hamnet and his twin sister
Judith, and Hamnet’s funeral. However, as Hamnet’s death occurred before the
family plot in the chancel had been bought, and the manner of his death (he
may have died of the Plague) may have required a speedy burial, he lies in an
unmarked grave somewhere in the churchyard. Without those two entries in
the church records there would be no proof that Hamnet ever existed.
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The legal requirement to register births, marriages and deaths only began in
1837, but churches had been keeping their records since 1538. So churches are
a valuable source of information about the past. In this Benefice probably our
oldest record book still in use is the Baptism book for St Peter’s, Thornton which
dates from 1922. It provides a picture of how things have changed. The occu-
pation of parents is listed, with early entries often recorded as ‘miner’ or ‘farm
worker’. This changed in the 1940s, to include soldier, sailor, and airman, (and
the years immediately after WW2 saw a marked increase in the number of bap-
tisms!) These days recent entries include ‘graphic designer’, ‘podiatrist’, and
‘data analyst’.

There is also an indication of how the village itself has changed — shops and
businesses which no longer exist, houses which have been replaced and road
names changed.

But not everything has changed — some surnames crop up every decade, and
members of these families still live in the area today.

Church records provide information about social history. Programs such as
‘Who do you think you are?’ often show people using the church to find out
about their ancestry. So if you’re filling in forms to apply for a baptism or a
church wedding, don’t be put off by the questions they ask — we’re not being
nosy or judgemental, just collecting information for future research — after all, it
would have been a shame if we had never known about Hamnet.

Revd Pauline Ashby
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Your Benefice Safeguarding Team

Pat Barnes Mary Gibson
patrayl34@hotmail.co.uk baba.gibson@yahoo.co.uk
01455 821154 01530231993

If you have ANY concerns about a child, the conduct of an adult towards a child
or vulnerable adult (however insignificant you feel it may be), please refer to one
of the Benefice Safeguarding Team, who will then consult with the Diocesan
Safeguarding Adviser.
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EJ & KA ORME & SONS

Of Thornton

For All Your Gas, Plumbing & Heating Needs
call Eddie on 01530 230 631

Gas Safe Reg. No. 22705

« Service and repair to all « Boilers serviced from just
types of gas boilers. £55.00

+ Landlord/Homeowner (British Gas price from £79)

certificates.

RNWOOD

Heating Services

Or Tom on
01530 231 704 or 07968 231 991

charnwoodheatingservices@gmail.com
Gas Safe Registration No. 556878

* For boiler installation or * Pumps

replacement. + Showers & all general

« System upgrades plumbing work.

+ Radiators Safe

REGISTER

Free quotes, NO CALL OUT CHARGE & NO V.A.T to pay!

Thinking of having British Gas to quote you for a new boiler?

We will beat their price by a MINIMUM of
£300 including any special offer!
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